
 

 

Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Monday, February 8, 2021 7:00 PM Central 

Administration Building- Board Room
320 N 5th St

Beatrice, NE 68310  
   

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved 
method for giving notice of meetings.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of 
Education.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the agenda 
was maintained as stated in the publicized notice.  All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 
hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to attendance of the public. 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call 

Absent: Eric Book, Present: Janet Byars, Erin Chadwick, Doris Martin, Lisa Pieper, Eric Trusty, Jon Zimmerman. 
Present: 6, Absent: 1. 

Mr. Zimmerman, President of the Board of Education, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in the Administration 
Building Board Room.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chairperson announced and informed the public that a 
current copy of the Open Meetings Act was posted on the west wall of the meeting room.   

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Present: Eric Book. Present: 7. 

All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   

3. Consent Agenda 

Martin presented the following items on the consent agenda:     

3.1. Approval of the agenda as submitted 

3.2. Approval of minutes of the regular Board of Education meeting on January 11, 2021 

3.3. Approval of the proposed accounts for payment 

3.4. Approval of budgetary receipts and expenditures for January 2021 

3.5. Approval of Option Students: To Wilber Clatonia- Milena Dugan- Gr. 1, Hailey Dugan- Gr. 4 

3.6. Approval of resignations of Michael Policky- Middle School Social Studies,  Hunter Weiss- High School Skilled 
& Technical Sciences, Heather Heble- Preschool, Karen Hodges- High School Special Education, Neal Randel- 
High School Assistant Principal & Athletic Director, Kylie Pohl- Elementary Resource Teacher, Amy Randel- Middle 
School Counselor, and Karla Shelly- ACP Elementary Teacher 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a 
motion by Doris Martin and a second by Janet Byars. 
Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

4. Outstanding Recognition 

4.1. Employee of the Month 

Mr. Janssen recognized Lori Rempel, para educator, as the February Employee of the Month.  Those nominating 
Lori stated she is professional, hardworking, easy going, works well with kids, and is also flexible.  She runs small 
reading groups, helps kids one-one-one with their work, and is truly like having an extra teacher in the classroom.  

4.2. Business Friend of the Month 

Mr. Alexander recognized Security First Bank as the BPS Friend of the Month.  In 2020, the bank donated and 
pledged over $35,000 to school projects and activities through the Beatrice Educational Foundation, Orange 



 

 

Booster Club, and other school programs.  The bank offers unique programs to Beatrice Public Schools including 
the Debit Card Program, where $5 from each new debit card enrollment is donated to the school.  Security First 
Bank believes that supporting the success of local students is an investment in tomorrow's leaders and our 
community's future.    

4.3. Board Member Recognition 

Mr. Alexander expressed appreciation to the school board members for their time and dedication to the district.  He 
added that each member servers because they truly care about kids and making the best decisions for the kids.    

5. Information 

5.1. Student Update 

Mr. Alexander shared that Colt was not able to attend the meeting as he is rehearsing for the upcoming musical.  
Mr. Alexander highlighted some updates from a report that Colt provided.  Recently, the preschool had their first 
sledding day of the year which was enjoyed by all.  Preschool enrollment for the upcoming school year is currently 
underway.  At the Middle School, visits with the 8th graders regarding scheduling at the high school have 
begun.  The High School swimming team will compete in the RCC conference this weekend.  All 14 wrestlers 
qualified for districts.  Both basketball teams are having good seasons so far and the FBLA group is preparing for 
their upcoming state competition.  A reminder to purchase tickets for the upcoming musical, The Little Mermaid, 
was given.  

5.2. Board Reports 

5.2.1. STANCE Report 

The STANCE group met last week and testimony on LB132 testimony was also given last week. 

6. Public Forum/Citizen's Requests/Comments Related to Agenda Items 

Sabrina Glynn addressed the Board and asked the district to honor the mask opt out forms.  Next, Joseph Brewer 
spoke about his concern for bullying and mask wearing.  Amber Walter echoed the request for the district to honor 
the opt out forms for mask wearing.  Amy Southwick thanked the district for having in person learning, but shared 
concerns about the social and emotional effects that the masks may be having on the children.  She asked that staff 
and students be given the opportunity to choose whether or not they want to wear a mask.  The following individuals 
also addressed the Board on the mask mandate: Wendy Jurgens, Chasity Laflin, Jennifer Ernst, Ashley Mason and 
Heather Waggoner.  

7. Discussion 

7.1. COVID-19 Masks 

Mr. Alexander thanked those in attendance for speaking at the meeting.  Next, Mr. Alexander shared some of the 
rationale and thoughts behind the mask wearing and what administrators and educators have been faced with this 
school year.  A discussion by the Board ensued.  Chadwick asked if there are any metrics related to the mask 
wearing and if or when mask opt out forms could potentially be honored again.  Book voiced concerns about the 
psychological damage that is being done to students due to mask wearing.  Trusty reminded the Board that as a 
Board we passed a resolution for administration to make decisions regarding COVID.  He agreed that further 
research on a system or metric for mask wearing is needed.  Martin shared that she believes that masks have 
helped us keep kids in school so far this school year and supported the district's mask mandate.  She noted that 
the logistics of the opt out form is very difficult for staff and administration to monitor in the buildings.  Byars noted 
that decisions have been made with the intent to keep students and staff in school and thinks if we can just stay the 
course a little while longer it will be best.  The Board requested that the COVID task force be gathered again to 
discuss possible metrics or parameters for potentially removing masks.  Zimmerman thanked everyone for coming 
out to share their opinions on both sides of this topic.           
  

8. Action 

8.1. Approval of the 2021-22 school calendar 



 

 

Dr. Nielsen shared some basic information on the proposed calendar.  She noted that due to Championship 
competitions, graduation will stay on Sunday.   
  

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 approve the 2021-22 school calendar as presented passed 
with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by Eric Trusty. 
Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

9. Administrators' Report 

9.1. Mental Health Services 

Mrs. Cordry-Hookstra shared a handout displaying some of the historical data on the mental health services 
provided by the district.  She noted that due to COVID, virtual groups work to provide weekly Superflex lessons.  
Superflex is a social awareness and self-regulation curriculum.  She added that Nebraska Mental Health Centers 
and ESU5 are at or reaching their capacity for mental health services each week.     
  

9.2. Superintendent Report 

Mr. Alexander reported on the USDA Lunch Program funds and that the reimbursement did come.  Next, he 
provided a brief summary of the district's current openings for the upcoming school year.  He noted that 
administration is working very quickly to find good replacements for all positions.  He shared that the Trailblazer 
Conference has an upcoming meeting to discuss expansion.  Finally, he was pleased to inform the Board that the 
lottery drawing for school districts and the vaccine was held earlier today and Beatrice was the first district picked.  

10. Notification of Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Education will be March 8, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the Administration 
Building.  The Committee of the Whole meeting will be February 25, 2021 at 6:00 PM in the Administration 
Building.  An agenda for the meeting, which shall be kept continually current, is readily available for public inspection 
at the Superintendent's office during normal business hours. 

11. Adjournment 

I move that the Board of Education of District #15 adjourn passed with a motion by Doris Martin and a second by 
Janet Byars. 
Eric Book: Yea, Janet Byars: Yea, Erin Chadwick: Yea, Doris Martin: Yea, Lisa Pieper: Yea, Eric Trusty: Yea, 
Jon Zimmerman: Yea 
Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

The meeting adjourned at 9:04 PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Danielle Fairbanks 

 

_____________________________________                                                                          

Board Secretary/Assistant Superintendent                                                                       Date 


